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Stirrings Still (1992/95)

Instrumentation: Fl1 (Picc), Bb Cl (Bs Cl), Perc, Pno, Vn,Vc

Durata: 18 min.

Commissioned by: ISCM, Norway

Performed: Stavanger Speculum festival, UNM festival Stavanger,
Ultima festival Oslo, Music Factory festival Bergen,
Gothenburg and ISCM Tokyo.

Recorded: By BIT 20 at CD: Definitely Pling Plong HCD 2909

Program note

The title Stirrings Still was taken from one of Samuel Beckett’s last text by
the same name. "Still movement" and "movable stillness" are the two
possible interpretations of the title. In the piece this reluctant motion is
expressed in the relationship between the static harmony and the vivid
movement. The music is not intended to create conflict between the static
and the dynamic, but to get us to listen to the inner stirrings in the static and
the static qualities of motion.

In Stirrings Still the static element can be heard as the monotous cicling
araound a central pitch and the uniform quality of the chords, while the
dynamic aspect is conveyed by the energy of the quickly moving passages,
instrumental duos and the solo cadenzas, and the harmonic development.



